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The Rosenbach Museum & Library presents

There’s a Mystery There: Sendak on Sendak
Major retrospective of Maurice Sendak’s work goesw  ay beyond Where the Wild Things Are

PHILADELPHIA — The Rosenbach Museum & Library  will present There’s a Mystery There: Sendak on

Sendak from May 6, 2008 through May 3, 2009 . This major retrospective of over 130 pieces pulled from
the museum’s vast Maurice Sendak collection — the biggest collection of “Sendakiana” in the world — is the
largest and most ambitious exhibition of Sendak’s work ever created and will feature original artwork, rare
sketches, never-before-seen working materials and exclusive interview footage. The exhibition will draw on
a total of over 300 objects, with new works on display every four months, providing a unique experience with

each set of illustrations.

Sendak, famed author and illustrator of Where the Wild Things Are and 108 other books, once praised
Herman Melville’'s writings, saying, “There’s a mystery there, a clue, a nut, a bolt, and if | put it together, 1 find
me.” The Rosenbach invites visitors to discover the mystery and magic of Sendak’s work for themselves
with an exhibition that unveils an intimate portrait of a masterful storyteller engaging with challenging themes

such as childhood anxiety, war, poverty, and the Holocaust.

The Rosenbach Museum & Library is located at 2008-2010 Delancey Place in Philadelphia and is open
Tuesday through Sunday. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and groups of 10 or more, $5 for
students and children ages 5-18, and free for children under 5. For more information, please call (215) 732-
1600 or visit www.rosenbach.org . After completing its Philadelphia run in May 2009, this exhibition will

travel to three other American venues over the next several years.

Programs and events such as the Sendak in Spring festival, gallery talks, a teacher workshop, and a
celebration in honor of Sendak’s 80 ™ birthday will complement the exhibition throughout the spring and

summer of 2008 (see below for a list of scheduled events and programs).



There’'s a Mystery There will take visitors on a tour through Sendak’s prolific imagination by exploring the
characters, influences and settings of his richest stories, as well as his quest to illustrate what he calls “the
Other Story,” the hidden meanings of a text. From his simplest sketches to his most complex books, visitors
will confront the most poignant, humorous and haunting aspects of Sendak’s work throughout four galleries

and two floors of the historic house and museum — the Rosenbach’s largest exhibition to date.

To better understand the complexities of Sendak’s creative identity over his 60-year career, visitors will be
able to access new interview footage with the artist via touch-screen panels in each gallery. These
interviews and Sendak’s original art will take visitors through his unique vision of illustrating and his mental
landscape of influences that range from Herman Melville and William Blake, to family photographs and the
nightly news. The exhibition will trace his origins and impact as a storyteller while treating visitors to rare

stories of the artist’s own life, work and inspirations.

Maurice Sendak chose the Rosenbach to be the repository for his work in the early 1970s thanks to shared
literary and collecting interests. His collection of nearly 10,000 works of art, manuscripts, books and
ephemera, has been the subject of many exhibitions and has been enjoyed by visitors of all ages. One of
the most famous creators of contemporary children's books, Maurice Sendak’s work has challenged the
norms of children's literature over time and continues to entrance both children and adults to this day. His
innovative techniques and honest portrayal of childhood emotion are celebrated worldwide and have earned
him several prestigious honors, including the Caldecott Book Medal (1964), the international Hans Christian
Andersen Medal (1970), the National Medal of Arts (1996), a Library of Congress "Living Legend" medal
(2000), and the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award for Literature (2003).

Exhibition highlights include:
Original color artwork from books such as Where the Wild Things Are, In the Night Kitchen, The
Nutshell Library, Outside Over There, and Brundibar.
“Dummy” books filled with lively preliminary sketches for titles like The Sign on Rosie’s Door, Pierre,
and Higglety, Pigglety, Pop!
Never-before-seen working materials, such as newspaper clippings that inspired Sendak, family
portraits, photographs of child models and other ephemera.
Rare sketches for unpublished editions of stories such as Tolkien’'s The Hobbit and Henry James’
The Turn of the Screw, and other illustrating projects.
Unique materials from the Rosenbach collection that relate to Sendak’s work, including an 1853
edition of the tales of the Brothers Grimm, sketches by William Blake, and Herman Melville's
bookcase.
Stories told by the master illustrator himself on topics like Alice in Wonderland, his struggle to
illustrate his favorite novels, hilarious stories of Brooklyn, and the way his work helps him exorcise

childhood traumas.



There’'s a Mystery There: Sendak on Sendak is curated by consulting curator Patrick Rodgers with the

support of the Rosenbach’s exhibition team.

There’s a Mystery There: Sendak on Sendak was created thanks to a grant from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services. The national tour is presented by HarperCollins Children's Books. Additional major support
for the exhibition and related programming has been received from, Cozen O’Connor LLP, Dorothy Del
Bueno, the Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation, EwingCole, the Samuel S. Fels Fund, the Glenmede Trust
Company, the Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation, the Otto Haas Charitable Trust #2, the
Hirsig Family Fund of the Philadelphia Foundation, State Representative Babette Josephs and the
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, the Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback
Foundation, Bernard and Judith Newman, The Philadelphia Cultural Management Initiative of The Pew
Charitable Trusts, administered by the University of the Arts, The Marilyn and Mickey Steinberg Foundation

of the Ayco Charitable Foundation, and Lenore H. Steiner and Perry A. Lerner.

About the Rosenbach

The Rosenbach Museum & Library seeks to inspire curiosity, inquiry, and creativity by engaging broad
audiences in exhibitions, programs and research based on its remarkable and expanding collections. The
museum was founded by legendary book dealer A.S.W. Rosenbach and his brother and business partner
Philip. With an outstanding collection of rare books, manuscripts, furniture, and art, the Rosenbach is a
museum and world-renowned research library, set within two historic 1865 townhouses, that reflects an age

when great collectors lived among their treasures.



There’s a Mystery There: Sendak on Sendak
May 6, 2008 — May 3, 2009
PROGRAMS & EVENTS

Wednesday, April 30, 6:00 — 10:00 p.m.

Rosenbacchanal

(Press preview from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. RSVP required )

The Rosenbacchanal is the Rosenbach Museum & Library’s annual benefit event and this year offers an
opportunity to preview There’s a Mystery There: Sendak on Sendak. Subscribers spend an elegant evening
wandering the museum’s exhibition galleries and enjoying fine food and wine among friends. During a live
auction guests will have the opportunity to purchase original Sendak artwork donated for the benefit, and
other unique items indicative to the museum, to be followed by an elegant dinner at a private home in the
neighborhood. Subscriptions are $500 per person. RSVP required by April 15.

May 1 — 4, 2008
Exhibition opens to Rosenbach members and members of the press. RSVP required.

May 6, 2008
There’s a Mystery There: Sendak on Sendak opens to the public.

Wednesday, May 14, 6:00 p.m.

Gallery Talk: Monster's Ink: The Bogeymen in Sendak’s Closet

Maurice Sendak is most famous for his monsters. But Sendak's relationship to scary and threatening
creatures goes way beyond the Wild Things. Goblins, devils, giants, angels, griffins, gorgons and the odd
haunted forest lurk throughout his books. Meet some of these bogeymen face-to-face in this gallery talk from
exhibition curator Patrick J. Rodgers, and find out where they come from in history, art, and Sendak's own
imagination.

Saturday, May 17 and Sunday, May 18, Noon —4:00 p. m.

Sendak In Spring Festival

Put a little spring in your step with this fun afternoon festival for kids of all ages, only at the Rosenbach.
Music, books, stories, art—even cake—will be at the museum for this special celebration of all (Wild) things
Sendak. There will be storytelling, book-making, special tours of the Maurice Sendak gallery, and a children’s
book fair, featuring Sendak favorites and other great titles. Crowning the event will be performances of Wild
Things Whirligig, an energetic children’s musical based on Sendak’s stories, created by Karen Saillant,
Artistic Director of the International Opera Theater.

Wednesday, May 21, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Rare and Well-done: Collectors' Night at the Rosenb  ach

What do objects say about their owners? How do collectors tell stories through their collections? Maurice
Sendak collects Mickey Mouse figurines. Rosenbach staffer Bill Adair collects rubber duckies. What do you
have that deserves its fifteen minutes in the spotlight? If you own an interesting collection, or just want to
hear the stories behind the fascinating collections of others, join the museum for an evening of wine,
refreshments, and collective amusement. Collectors wishing to display their prized possessions should
register in advance to reserve a table.

Tuesday, June 10 5:30 — 7:30 pm

Sendak’s 80 ™ Birthday Bash: I'll Be You and You Be Me

The Rosenbach will honor Sendak with a birthday bash worthy of any octogenarian of such mystique and
passion. Join the museum for a wild rumpus in celebration of the author. Live music and plenty of birthday
cake are sure to make this a party you won't want to miss. RSVP suggested, members can bring a friend for
free.

Wednesday, June 25, 6:00 pm

Gallery Talk: Out and About Sendak

Maurice Sendak’s books have been greatly influenced by his life as a gay man in 20" and 21% century
America. This talk by Bill Adair, Hirsig Family Director of Education, will look at Sendak’s characters,
drawings, and stories and how his sexuality is played out in these extraordinary works.



Wednesday, July 16, 6:00 pm

Gallery Talk: It's a Dog's Life: From Sealyham to Shepherd

Canines are unleashed in the Rosenbach galleries through the work of Maurice Sendak. Come, sit, stay and
discover the role of dogs (and their primeval ancestors, wolves) in so many of the stories Sendak writes and

illustrates and what Sendak's biographer Tony Kushner calls his 'spiritual kinship with dogs.' This talk will be

given by Judith Guston, Rosenbach Curator and Director of Collections.

On Display in the Dining Room: A Mad Tea Party

May 12 through Summer 08

As the Rosenbach kicks off its Maurice Sendak exhibition, There's a Mystery There, the dining room pays
homage to another important children’s book: Alice in Wonderland. In honor of the 80" anniversary of Dr. R’s
famous purchase of the Alice manuscript, the Rosenbach will set a place for the Hatter, March Hare,
Dormouse and of course, Alice herself. The installation will feature selections from the museum’s collection
of ceramic and silver tea equipage, but hopefully no real dormice.

May 3, 2009
Sendak exhibition closing day.

Events are free with museum admission, unless otherwise noted.

Where: The Rosenbach Museum & Library
2008-2010 Delancey Place, Philadelphia

Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday: 10am-5pm
Wednesday: 10am-8pm
Saturday & Sunday: 10am-5pm
Closed Mondays and National Holidays

Admission: $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and groups of 10 or more, $5 for students and children
ages 5-18, and free for children under 5
Free for kids 18 & under on Sundays
The Rosenbach is handicapped accessible.

For Information: (215) 732-1600, www.rosenbach.org
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